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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices 


The  best  estimates  'avai?-able  shov.'  that  it  vfould  cost  aDproximately 
500, 000, 000  to  put  the  farm,  homes  of  the  United  States  in  good  renair 
if  all  materials  were  purchased  and  all  labor  hired  at  prevailing  7/age  rates.  ^ 
These  estiiTcates  are  based  on  a  survey  of  fami  homes  made  in  193^4  under  the 
direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  in-  cooperation  yrith  the  Bureau  of 
AiTricultural  Ea^ineering.    However,  since  farr.iers  are  able  to  do  much  of 
their  oYrn  construction  and  luj'nish  some  of  the  material,  it  is  estimated 
that  it  would  actually  cost  United  States  farmers  betT.'-een  '55i||O0O,0OO,OOO 
and       000, 000, 000  to  put  their  homes  in  good  repair.    The  1930  Census 
shov/s  the  value  of  farm  houses  to  be  t>7,083^ 53^5 150,    Therefore,  it  vrauld 
cost  almost  as  much  to  put  our  farm  houses  in  good  condition  as  they  are 
Y;orth, 

The  survev  vras  made  in  t^Tiical  coimties  in  all  but  two  states,  ^Tliile 
it  necessarily  is  not  exact  in  every  respect,  it  is  the  most  authentic 
study  of  rural  housing  needs.    The  1935  agricuJ-tural  census  covered  a  few 
of  the  same  points  as  the  survey  and  the  results  obtained  were  comparable, 
v.*hich  indicates  that  tlie  survey  is  reason^jbl3^  accurate. 


Reconciling  the  survey  v.dth  the  number  of  farm  homes  tabulated  in  the 
Census  gives  the  follo^'/lng  cctinates,  if  all  mate-rial  v/ore  purchas'ed  and 
labor  hired: 

It  vrould  cost  an  average  of  about  54-30  per  liouse  to  make 

the  necessary'  repairs,  alterations  and  replacements,  or  a 

total  of  ,  .  .   \  !53, 250, 000,000 

It  would  cost  an  average  of  about  0225  per  house  to  make 

the  necessar:.,'  additions,  or  a  total  of  ,   1,500,000,000 

It  is  estimated  that  betv^ecn  600,000  and  1,000,000  new 

farm  houses  were  needed  in  1934-,  which  would  cost    .  •  •  •    2,4-50,00©,  000 

Total  cost  of  necessary.'"  sewage,  water  sup^'lies  and  plumb- 
ing which  should  be  installed  '  .  .  .  650,000,000 


-  2  - 


Total  cost  of  necessr-.ry  l±(:ht  and  heat —   %  /^00,000,000 

Total  cost  of  refrigeration,  laundr\^  and  cooVcing 


The  sur'/ey  revealed  that  75  percent  of  the  farrr.  houses  in  the  United 
States  arc  more  than  25  years  old,     (It  also  shovred  that  about  35  percent 
have  no  bathrooms;  more  than  83  percent  have  no  yrater  piped  into  the  hoMse; 
that  91  percent  have  no  indoor  toilets  and  more  than  15  percent  have  no  ^ 
toilei  facilities  v-hatevcr.    About  70  percent  of  the  homes  are  inadequately 
screened  ana  of  these  27  percent  have  no  screens  at  all,    I'ore  than  82  per- 
cent of  the  farm  homes  have  need  for  more  paint  and  4-0  percent  of  the  farm 
homes  have  no  paint  v;hatever,) 

The  survey  shov'od  housing  conditions  in  the  South  to  be  much  vrorse 
than  in  any  other  section  of  the  country/.    Pertinent  facts  by  states 
and  regions  are: 

-A-  Estimate  made  before  the  establishment  of  the  Rural  Electri- 


facilities 


250,000,000 


Total  estimated  cost  of  putting  farm  homes  in 
good  repair  •••••••   


53,500,000,000 


fication  Admindstration,  and  ma; 


y  be  affected  by  that  program. 


(See  next  pages) 
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